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Journal of the Annual Convention, Diocese of Pennsylvania is the official report of the Pennsylvania Episcopal Diocese's annual convention. The title has varied somewhat from year to year.
Publication History

The Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania was one of the original Episcopal Church dioceses in the United States, and held its first convention in 1784. The diocese originally covered the entire state. The diocese of
Pittsburgh, covering the western part of the state, split off in 1865, and the diocese of Central Pennssylvania split off in 1871. The diocese continues to hold annual conventions to this day.

Persistent Archives of Complete Issues

1844-1845: The Internet Archive has the journals for the and 61st convention
2009-recent: The Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania website has the journals of the 226th-228th conventions, as of this writing.
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1864

The motion of the Rev. Mr. Hatton was then agreed

to; and the substitute of the Rev. Dr. Van Deusen, with
the preambles of the Rev. Dr. Goodwin prefixed, was
adopted, as follows:

WnEREAs, There exists in this country an organized and armed rebellion,
whose avowed purpose is the destruction of our National Union, and the
perpetuation of Negro Slavery, and

Whereas, This rebellion has more and more assumed a character of barba-
rous fanaticism and murderous ferocity on the part of the enemies of the
Nation. Therefore, in view of the causes and character of the struggle,

Resolved, That we hereby declare our unfaltering allegiance to the Govern-
ment of the United States, and that we pledge it our willing devotion and

service, and ‘‘ that as a body of Christians, we will ever pray that in God’s
own time and way this rebellion may be put down ; that oppression and
slavery in all its forms may be done away ; that freedom of body and
mind, political and religious, may everywhere prevail ; that the emanci-
pated negroes, whom God in His providence is committing to our care
may be the objects of our liberal and Christian regard and instruction ;
that war may soon cease throughout all our borders, and that our now
lacerated country may again be so united that from the Lakes on the
North to the Gulf on the South, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific, there
shall be but one Union, one government, one flag, one Constitution, all
converging to and culminating in, that higher glory which shall make

this nation Emanuel’s land, a mountain of holiness, and a dwelling-place
of righteousness.” ‘

On motion of Mr. John N. Purviance,

Resolred, That the Christian Commission and the Sanitary Commission,

with which the Protestant Episcopal Church is so actively co-operating
in the good work of providing for the sick and wounded soldiers, has our
warmest sympathy in the discharge of their humane mission, and our
pledge of our continued encouragement and support.
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(1878) The Committee on Feeble Churches,
appointed by the last Convention, presented their
report, as follows:

The fecbleness of some parishes has been scen to be evident-
ly owing to the mere fact of their recent inception. It is the
feebleness of infancy, such as in a natural process of growth
is likely, under God, to be overcome. Almost all #ere parishes
need help from the Church at large; and where the necessity
for the existence of the parish and the reasonable prospect of
vigor in the near future arc apparent, there is to be expected
a readiness amongst Churchmen, according to their ability, to
respond to appceals for help. The practical difficulty in some
cascs is, that those who cngaye in organizing the new parish
venture too much in anticipation of what they think they
ought to obtain from outside of their own vicinage. Your
Committee feels that the most zcalous and sanguine promoters
of Church extension should take the counsel of their Bishop
and of a duly constituted Committee or Board, before making
themselves and the Church responsible for any sum beyond
that which they have in hand and that for which they have re-
liable pledges. In fact, they should have authoritative counsel
before they decide, positively, that a new parish is needed in
any given locality. Your Committee nced not attempt to mark




There are, on the other hand, parishes once exccedingly
vigorous, which, through changes in the surrounding popula-
tion, have become feeble, and in some cases, are threatencd
with extinction. Wherever there is a likelihood that the reten-
tion and sustentation of such a parish would emable the Church
to reach with her blessed ministrations a class of persons
incapable of defraying needful expenses on a modcrate scale,
such a parish has strong claims upon the Missionary spirit
of all who love the Gospel ; and, either by partial endowments
or by stated assistance, it should surely be perpetuated so long
as it could answer the sacred purpose for which it was organ-
ized and for which the building was consecrated. If no such
likelihood exists, the only wise plan is to transfer the remnant of
the parish with the property it may hold to some more favorable
location ; perhaps to be incorporated with some other parish,
which with even a little new strength thus acquired may become
strong and efficient.
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