EXPLORING MORAVIAN HISTORY AND WORLD HERITAGE - 12-14 NOVEMBER 2026

A Demonstration of the Philadelphia Congregations Project’s
Interactive Al Using Records from the First Moravian Church of

Philadelphia

Zack Biro Carol Smith Walt Rice

Christ Church Preservation Trust Christ Church Preservation Trust R&R Computer Solutions



ZACK BIRO - CHRIST CHURCH PRESERVATION TRUST

One database for Philadelphia’s early congregations

10 see how people of many faiths worked together in early America to found, debate and support
institutions that stand today, and how William Penn’s religious experiment worked in practice.
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CAROL SMITH - THE RECORDS

A sample of the
records in the
project




CAROL SMITH - WHAT THE RECORDS REVEAL

Political and social implications

Wiy At e Huiiong /Z/m{ ot T Bsder, o Sy
7

“’f' G)?ZQ,M/ i’ !/ﬁf%.-@/[&é/ Hortor 4 %
' d/)/a/rz'ad”%/%w/ -ﬂmw‘/ﬁ/ﬂmﬁm‘/

e /ﬂ’[l/,,@ﬂiﬁ-’/ L/Mﬂt«{ ﬂ/ﬁ/
Bl 0ihegles S AL ot eeoe

éﬂ/;;zfaefizamw/ = z/ﬂm f ‘”déﬁ/’/
(ﬁ%ﬂaﬁﬂle il %Mﬂ/l/-’ gﬁ/ﬂéan./
sy

Woreis e ot bomtnanstid Corgish
R i il it
71D 72 s Ja’f/ﬁfgd/ 5~ é’ﬂ.«/ytll/flrl/ 7 (1//;4 oS cedd?. «4/7551/ &
E i e Tt inb f%/ﬁ%ﬁ S e /)'27 Hlest
Ly ctortie: 25 fovgred /{7, 2o irrcorzenatorad m,//ﬂ, AL
i :/4//’//%/? %«/A‘zﬁﬁ/(), //Z/ o offenr 4o Ié /éJ/7 72 % eccrtos, /é
/‘4// //{5.//&1/1([/ 2720 ///fi{?- 4&7 / }1/// %/M%d Lo grr2is Fhe amz) ]
e Pt s, (2ond HowHctor o%gaﬂ/,//@.;zw of Yo
ff;ﬂéﬂ D2 prpni v ﬁéc a'”(,/ / %j/ Zé’dé] 2rzd /fj//;"') 1

115”4/}2/‘”,:[1 lo grreed d{/&l//&l(/;j;a‘ﬂd s aze ﬂ/a//mﬂz/&l;’ﬂlé

Christ Church Vestry Minutes
July 4, 1776

Christ Church vestry, 4 July 1776: omit the prayers for the King
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Cz2 That

The Litany, with the prayers for the King struck out



CAROL SMITH - WHAT THE RECORDS
REVEAL

Records offer clues

beyond family ties
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CAROL SMITH - TRANSCRIPTION

From volunteers alone to AI drafts that volunteers check

Go to page: FYECCTANMMRY Find Unfinished Transcription Page | Transcription Guidelines | Admin: 4 N\
Transcription Dashboard | Edit Work d d h d
e — . Correspondence and other records, 1785
urnal of Tours through the United States From August 26, 1819 to...
I« Text
»
3 [Image 1]
2
4
g This page was automatically transcribed and has not been edited.
@
102
The Revd
% - Dr Wm White -
7 g o) srrillel
TL seihors bend bering starn 2/ /,",,/ o
// The subscribers bemg named as a Committee
Y /o 5 . g ) P to enquire the particular_ dementions of a grave or
> et e 7 = — /. g 7 & Vault which Doctr Morgan lately directed to be made
7o rergtt? & e ; ) in one of the Iles of St Peters Church. which we
P A /x/ vl from the best information find to be six feet by
¥ Sy / hty dereele o lodt zoias eight and one half feet, or 51 Squair feet
Z s Foe ey Dot JlarqgaA?? i 5 we find also that two & one half feet by S
Vel e / P , [* or 17 1/2 feet Squair] is quite Sufficient for a gra
A 24 Z A y person, from which it appears that the above
// s J,/‘/ 7 Tl eed Phreet OAV- 784 grave or Vault occupies three times the space
[Page 84] e o7l * / / of a Common grave, and we are of opinion
P Y
when large mounds stood in the centre of what is 7 o= ‘;» NI e H4 l/,, / ought 4o} be pald for 32&@@;252;5{%9 of
now a hollow, and what is very remarkable, that e / v srsaii 727
/A edt t2Y ir Your Humble Ser
they have been eaten away by the Buffalo, s L e RObE. Towers
Elk, Deer, & other wild animals, which resorted v Aoypaor ,,,/ — Frans Gurney
here in ifmense numbers to eat the earth, for . e et Zhalf fee? S g7 Doctr William White
the salt with which it is highly impregnated. ) mard 7L /2 / s
An old inhabitant of the place stated to the /4, e aad
Dr. that he had seen 10,000 Buffalo at these /A / g X o016 A A{//” i Help transcribe this resource
Licks at one time. For a considerable distance Rl TR
around, the ground was trodden by them as
hard as a turnpike road, and even now the
roots of the trees are left bare by their continual
tramping. Large cavities would sometimes
be eaten into the sides of these mounds, and then
the earth would fall in and bury numerous
animals beneath it. I tasted the water which J,

issues from a ledge of rocks, and found it to be

THEN

Volunteers transcribed page by page; Al drafts every page; each is marked “not edited” until a volunteer reviews it.
COVID gave the work an accelerated start.
About 19,000 pages in six years.



Correspondence and other records, 1785

CAROL SMITH - THE RISK il ~m-- B & Text

Correspondence and other records, 1785

-

[Image 2]

This page was automatically transcribed and has not been edited.

Better models guess pe——

The subscribers being named a Committee

S1INILNOD

to enquire the particular circumstances under
which Mr Chas J Henry holds the pew

° °
No 50 in the Church - Report
That from the best information they can obtain
it does appear that Mr Henr

holds said pew in right of Kis Wife
who was the daughter of the late Mr
John Stille who was the owner of the
sagle aththe timﬁ ofhhis death & el
. . under whose right the same is now he
This page is blank: only bleed-through from Sl Joie et Tof fer Nhe
Reso%ved that Mr Chas J Henry be

the other side. The Al transcribed a epiimed {n-thempgssessiom of Peu No: 58
A H E oseph [illegiblel
plausible 1828 committee report from it. Thoe littegibie]

Entirely fabricated.




CAROL SMITH - DESCRIBING THE RECORDS

Using Al to enhance metadata

-5) (
45 Name (Title) A Journal of Tours through the United « Revise to reflect the full chronological
Name (Title) A Journal of Tours through the A Journal of Tours through the Journal of tours through the A Journal of Tours through the Séate;Frlgm ABUS‘fs‘ 2.6'11)81923 May 8, span and scope shown in the
United States From August 26, United States From August 26, United States and Canada, United States From August 26, AE57- S5 Rev,DEAmIn DO 2 journal/index (tours extend beyond
1819 to May 8, 1857 By Rev. 1819 to May 8, 1837 By Revd. 1819-1864 1819 to May 8, 1857 By Rev. 1857 and include 1864; also includes
Benjamin Dorr A. M. Benjamin Dorr A.M. Benjamin Dorr A. M. Montreal/Canada) [p.1; p.528; p.i]
« Consider removing honorific/degree
— punctuation that is not consistently
Creator used in the manuscript title page (e.g.,
“A.M.” appears; “Rev. Dr.” appears
Date elsewhere) and align with the title as
e o he ourma e s (.
Description Reverend Benjamin Dorr served Reverend Benjamin Dorr (1796- Reverend Benjamin Dorr served Reverend Benjamin Dorr served Creator Dorr, Benjamin, 1796-1869 « Consider adding an authorized
as rector for Christ Church from 1869) served as rector for Christ as rector for Christ Church from as rector for Christ Church from form/qualifier for the creator’s clerical
1839 to 1868, and undertook Church, Philadelphia, from 1839 to 1868, and undertook 1839 to 1868, and undertook title as used in the journal (e.g., “Rev.”
the difficult job of holding the 1839 to 1869. This handwritten the difficult job of holding the the difficult job of holding the appears on title page) while keeping
congregation together during manuscript contains Dorr's congregation together during congregation together during the same name string structure [p.1]
the Civil War. detailed journals of his travels the Civil War. the Civil War.
throughout the United States ” s ’
Dorr traveled extensively between 1819 and 1864. Dorr traveled extensively Dorr traveled extensively RS 18191664 * Use EDTF ‘““’.3""‘1 f°§ g‘e Journal's L
throughout his life. This throughout his life. This throughout his life. This Qogerage asevicencec by en.mes an
handwritten manuscript Dorr's travels took him through handwritten manuscript handwritten manuscript index (e.g., 1819/1864) [p.3; p.528]
contains Dorr's notes about his New England, the Mid-Atlantic, contains Dorr's notes about his contains Dorr's notes about his « If describing the added index pages
many travels through the the South, and the Midwest. He ‘many travels through the many travels through the separately, consider noting their
United States from 1819 to records observations on United States from 1819 to United States from 1819 to creation as undated editorial additions
1864. He often traveled through landscapes, cities, and 1864, including a tour to 1864. He often traveled through rather than altering the main date
New England, but also visited institutions, often preaching Montreal in 1821. He often New England, but also visited span [p.1]
the mid-Atlantic states, and and collecting funds for traveled through New England, the mid-Atlantic states, and T —
even ventured into the deep domestic missions. Notable but also visited the mid-Atlantic even ventured into the deep Description Reverend Benjamin Dorr served as rector , pory records meetings with significant « Add that the volume includes an
South and as far West as the journeys include a 1822 tour to states, and even ventured into South and as far West as the for Christ Church from 1839 01868, and  figyres such as Henry Clay in editorial index page noted as not part
Green Bay area, stopping in Ohio and Kentucky where he the deep South and as far West Green Bay area, stopping in undertook the difficultjob of holding the  Kentucky [p.73], Bishop Philander of the original journal [p.1]
Detroit and Chicago. He met Henry Clay; a 1834 visit to as the Green Bay area, stopping Detroit and Chicago. He congregation together during the Civil Ctiase in, Ohio [.s0], and Heary B et i NI
traveled by steamboat, ‘Washington D.C. meeting in Detroit and Chicago. He traveled by steamboat, War. Dorr traveled extensively Schooleraft in Detroit and Mackinac letter fr G] ‘Washi (lp )
stagecoach and horse; stayed President Andrew Jackson and traveled by steamboat, stagecoach, railroad, and horse; throughout his life. This handwritten [p.346]. te er '?;md beoﬁge das ,mg:}? n 8779
with family and friends; dined Martin Van Buren; a 1836 tour stagecoach and horse; stayed stayed with family and friends; manuscript contains Dorr's notes about | 1o ndae i t‘a"s[m; 2Y2] orreuringthe 1922
with persons prominent in the of the South including New with family and friends; dined dined with persons prominent his many travels through the United beJO“?'a mcf}x ;_s ctatie dsi our [p.21; p. "
military, church, politics and Orleans; and a 1836 trip to with persons prominent in the in the military, church, politics States from 1819 to 1864. He often ghs.erfa ;"]‘Sé’l o ‘3’.“.‘“"“‘{‘ 15‘“ * Add that later sections document
local businesses; and visited Green Bay, Wisconsin, visiting military, church, politics and and local businesses; and \_ traveled through New England, but also lolp:03, K1 condition ot laves, missionary travel and church-related

Direct enhancement

Al rewrites the fields. Fast, magic, and scary: hard to see what

changed.

Suggested improvements

Cited bullets per field. Each fact is checked and the archivist

integrates it.




CAROL SMITH - THE ARCHIVIST’'S ROLE

Transcription and Al opened research beyond what we knew

( \
Finding aids Catalog cards Databases Ask the Archives
Introduce the records; _,  Cross-reference simple _, Common search terms, __,| Plain-language questions,
researchers explore on finding aids but simple and far from answered from the full
their own complete text

. J

How does it differ from catalog cards and slides? How does it change the role of the archivist?




CAROL SMITH - ASKING THE ARCHIVES

Good at surfacing connections, not at ruling them out

Ve

FOUND
Benjamin Franklin and Christ Church

* 1764: Franklin & Hall bill £31 for printing “Steeple Lottery
Tickets”

* Rented 3 sittings from 1760 until his death in 1790

* 1858: railing put in so his tombstone could be seen from
the street

Each with a citation to a vestry-minutes page

~N

NOT FOUND

Benjamin Levy and the steeple

My earlier not established’ should not be read as evidence

that be did not.”

The record may not be in the database, or not yet transcribed.



CAROL SMITH - WHO USES IT

161,000 original pages
viewed so far this year

Users

Visits

Web page views
Original page views

Engagement per user

2025
7,600
14,000
50,000
192,000
8:03 min

2026 YTD
7,300
12,000
41,000
161,000
6:30 min



WALT RICE - Al IN THE PROJECT

Four layers of Al

1 2

Transcription Description

Azure reads the page, then Summaries and subject
Gemini 3 Pro transcribes to terms, each with page
our rules citations

7-10¢C per page 15-50¢ per item

3

Questions

Ask the Archives searches
the text and answers with
sources

~10¢ per question

4

Structure and
Visualization

Turns pages into linked
records for maps and
charts: the Moravian Atlas

~5¢C per page

Every layer leaves room for people to review and correct. But the collection is so large that only Al lets us open up

vastly more of it than we could ever reach by hand.




WALT RICE - THE DEMONSTRATION

The Moravian Philadelphia Atlas

135 years of one congregation’s
records as maps, timelines and
searchable data

......

THE ORTGENAL MORAVIAX CHURCH OF 1742,

e R T TELLEE TR R B L I T AR A L LA Nt Formondd =10 & Baes b,




THE SOURCES

Three kinds of record, 23 volumes, about 1,850 pages

Narratives

783 poges
3)494 dated entries

4 congregational diaries, the English
Conference minutes, the pastors’
Record-Book

6 volumes - 1743-51 and 1855-67

Registers

795 pages
4) 1 24 acts recorded

Baptisms, burials, marriages and
receptions: registers vols. 1-3, the
departed, the graves plan

6 volumes - 1742-1870

Lists

241 .
6302‘ 1 people on 33 lists

Membership catalogues, communicant
lists, directories, a Sunday-school list

9 volumes - 1742-1876

Linked across all three: 2,264 people, 242 places and 2,715 journeys and letters, each record traceable to its page.



THE MORAVIAN Transcriptions (PhilaGeoHistory) IIIF image manifests

ATLAS 23 works, about 1,850 pages, 5.3 MB of text page number to page image, for citations
How it ’ .
k Extraction by parallel Claude agents 72 agents, ~1,000-line chunks, 5 to 10 min each
Narrative spec Register spec List spec
dated entries, people, one record per act: baptism, one row per person
places, journeys burial, marriage, reception on each list
. l J
Raw extraction JSON Rule tables, kept by hand
one file per chunk, 16 MB in all gazetteer, name variants, ministers
the record of what was read; never hand-edited street addresses and a model of the grid

' !

Build scripts
merge, registers, lists, origins, directory, workbook

! !

Data downloads Interactive atlas

15 CSV, XLSX and GeolSON files one 6.4 MB page with the data embedded <
for spreadsheets and GIS d3 and Leaflet, eight views




HOW IT IS PARSED

Every field keeps what the page says and what we think it means

Field As written Standardised

Person “Bro.r Bochler” Peter Bohler

Date “25th Sunday after Trinity Nov.r 24th” 1776-11-24

Place “Neshammony”, “Shammoiny” Neshaminy, Bucks Co.
German “Heymanin” Heyman

Summary a quote of up to 25 words 1-2 modern sentences

Agents read every line of their chunk, never skim, and write one JSON file in the spec’s exact shape.

How doubt is kept
identification + confidence

Old Style before 1752, never
converted

gazetteer rule, coordinates, sphere

translated; German kept in the
quote

a note for anything illegible or odd



ONE RECORD, BEHIND THE SCENES

A baptism in the first register, p. 48

“Mary, Daughter of Jobn & Elisabeth Peter ... Field
baptiz d in the Children’s Meeting on the 25th kind
Sunday after Trinity Nov.r 24th, by B.r Jac. Friis” date - born
record R1-p48-452 - the verbatim quote field person
parents
Sponsors
officiant
venue

Value

baptism

1776-11-24 - 1776-11-18
Mary Peter, f, infant

John Peter, Elisabeth Peter

John & Elisabeth Cornman, Joseph &
Hannah Dean, Ann Mary Schlosser

Jacob Friis

Children’s Meeting



THE INTERFACE

The page opens on the congregation’s pulse

1750 1800 1850

Baptisms 1 (peak 43, 1820)

Lyl

1793, 1798: yellow fever ]
Burials ¥
1764: 65 burials, 54 of them Christian Indians held in the city barracks



EIGHT VIEWS

Eight ways to explore

Journeys

Leaflet map of trips, letters and
news, 1743-51 and 1853-66;
play month by month

Origins
Birthplaces on an Atlantic map;

regions and former churches
by period

Calendar

Heatmap of event types by
month; click a cell to read
those entries

Members

Every list split into choirs;
communicants year by year

People

Network of people named
together; a panel per person
across all sources

The city

Households on the street grid,
coloured by district, year or
certainty

Lives & deaths

Acts per year, ministers’
tenures, age at death, season,
causes

Read

Search all 3,494 entries by
text, volume, type, place, year,
person



3-month window

1853-66 ® Deciyn

— 22438 2865

X 7 1 journeys & letters  entries to Dec 1751
+ B Onondaga A Canajoharie 4 Shekomeko +3 _ View 1
= V. A Jf e / ‘Which way the connections ran
Ay | The colonies N
‘? : 3 w Ireland +7
e y The Atlantic world
w Shamokin % = Delaware Indian country .~
)y f 74 Map layers v
X
‘hamoki \
s " ® Gnadenhitten W £
e \ ® Long Island
- =
L
—® Allemingel .
: s
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JOURNEYS

Every road led to
Bethlehem

2,248 journeys and letters to Dec
1751. Line width is trips; circles are
mentions.

Press Play to watch month by month.
The compass rose shows which way
the traffic ran.



Europe | America Recorded1742-1799  1800-1876

Gracehill
SR

@

@ German lands, Switzerland & central Europe @ BritishIsles @ Other Europe @ Africa & the Caribbean @ America beyond Philadelphia

lmE
(}

% @ Copenhagen

viqh':lad Ll
Sondon o
o2 Derm% Gnadenfel

e i)

’g&.‘a’fé BF Wiirrremb

. Guinea (West Africa)
Igbo country (Gui

Birthplaces and places of origin named in the registers and catalogues, with approximate coordinates; circles are sized by the number of people. Places in and around Philadelphia

itself are left out. A person named in severa

sources is counted once.

WHERE THEY CAME FROM

In the records made before 1800, people born in the

German lands are about as many as those born in

Pennsylvania, followed by England, New Jersey, Ireland
and eleven Africans. After 1800 the Pennsylvania-born

dominate, while German immigrants remain the
second-largest group.

406 437

people with a named birthplace ~ bornin Europe

By region

Pennsylvania

German lands

New Jersey

England

Ireland

Other states & colonies
Africa

Scandinavia & Baltic
France

Switzerland

Caribbean

Wales

Bohemia, Moravia & east
Netherlands

Unplaced

Churches they came from
Former denomination stated in the registers (adult
baptisms, receptions, marriages) and catalogues
Lutheran

Reformed
Presbyterian
Anglican / Episcopal
Quaker

Baptist

Catholic

None / unchurched
Methodist

,_.
N W WD
= O U O O Wmo

s R W W o ®

39
37
27
21
1s
14

ORIGINS

Where they came
from

406 people with a named birthplace;
43% born in Europe.

Most came from Lutheran, Reformed
and Presbyterian churches.



1853-66

kind of entry
L4 hour™ meeting
wisit
preaching
conference
travel departure
travel arrival
lovefeast
iliness
children
travel return
communion
letter
singing
band meeting
news
baptism
persecution
building
reception
death
finance
school
enslaved / Black people
ship
indian mission
burial

Journeys per month

u Delaware Valley

vania backcountry g
m Other colonies [ states
m Caribbean & missions
= Europe

= Other

o

Each cell counts entries of ene kind in one month. Click a cell to read them.

Showing 1743-1747 of 1743-1751 - scroll sideways for more

1743 1744 1745 1748

I FMAMIJ J AS

=4

1743 1744 1745 17446 17
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e 180 biet i ||||I||IIII| III|I||.|||I 1
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THE CONG R.EGATION,S CALENDAR,
1743-51

The “14 hour” meetings, preaching and conferences
keep a steady weekly rhythm. Travel, illness and news
come in bursts. Communion, lovefeasts and prayer
days cluster around the synods and the brethren's
visits from Bethlehem. The English Conference

minutes add the labourers’ weekly business: who
should be visited, admitted to the bands or spoken to.

Entries per year

1743 I 217
1744 I 153
1745 | 422
1746 L] 428
1747 I 243
1748 I 329
1749 | n7
1750 I 344
1751 I 312
By volume

Conference minutes ] 269
Diary1743-45 | 728
Diary1745-46 I 558
Diary1747-48 I 537
Diary1749-51 L] 773
Most frequent kinds of entry

“14 hour™ meeting e 1550
visit I 1130
preaching [ | 853
conference I 632
travel departure ] 542
travel arrival ] 420
lovefeast | 374
ilness - 364
children ] 315
travel return | 282
communion | 276

CALENDAR

The rhythm of the
congregation’s year

Rows are kinds of entry, columns are
months. Darker means more.

Click any cell to read those entries.
Scroll sideways through the years.
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| ]
. 5. Brogden
1 Wade i J @ v, Lyndall
@ >ary Eyans
. Br. Matthews ] .
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=) A
. Benjamin Franklin . [ Leib'er'l. f
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® o ¢
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@ Sisters/women

@ Brothers/men @ Unknown

o @ Vitian Guese

i< F..-qmlm

Lines join people named in the same entry {3+ times). Drag to rearrange

Owex Rice

Owen Rice (1717-1788), Welsh-born Moravian minister

serving the English congregation in Philadelphia

Entries 457

Active 12 Jan1743 - 30 Oct 1750

Roles leader (166); preacher (126); traveller (49);
speaker (11); visitor (10)

Journeys Bethlehem (42); New Jersey ('the Jerseys’)
(12); Neshaminy (Bucks Co.} (9); Penns Neck,
N.1. {5); Maidenhead ({Lawrenceville), N.J. (4});
Germantown (4); The Trappe (3); New
London, Conn. (2)

In the registers and lists (matched by name; check)

@ Child baptised: Peter Rice 11 Oct 1743 Church
registervol. L pl »

Mentions by year

1743 _— 67
1744 L] 282
1745 =] 29
1746 ] 28
1747 ] 26
1748 ] 22
1749 1 1
1750 | 2

Most often named with
John Okely -58 Br.Evans-42 Peter Béhler - 41
Thomas Yarrell- 39 James Greening - 34 Sr. Yarrell - 28
Richard Utley - 28 August Gottlieb Spangenberg - 27
Johann Christoph Pyrlaeus - 24 Abraham Reincke - 24

Elizabeth Greening - 22 Charles Brockden - 21

Entries

12 Jan 1743 Diary 1743-45,p.1 »

Evans returned from New York; a ship arrived with
letters from England and Germany and Rice |eft the
same day to carry them to Zinzendorf in New York.

PEOPLE

Who appears with
whom

Lines join people named in the same
entry. Sisters red, brothers blue.

Owen Rice: 457 entries, his roles and
journeys, and his child’s baptism
found in the register.



Findaname | surname or full name, e.g. Weis Click ayear to read its records.

1750 760 1770 1780 1790 1800 thio 12

papeisms it D

peak 43 a year

|I-III-J--|.--I

Burials _llll.lll.,.llllll. [T S ——

peak 65 a year

Marriages _

o AR B e Ill..- EECIN | P I |

Received
31ayear

Ministers oo P.Bohler — e——————— | Fries = |. Frederic Frueauf
d the acts  amm |, Christoph Pyrlaeus e ). Daniel Sydrich — |. 7 3c5|0in
@ R Ronner e 0. Krogstrup — . \eder
@ M Reutz am G Neisser e P Mayer
= A Gottlieb Spangenberg
e A Reincke
— . Utley
e | Greening e ). Jacob Schmick

& Br. Herrmann
o). Rogers
= ] Valentine Haidt
& T Yarrell
—— B. Adam Grube

Who died, at what age, in which season, and of what

Munderl] MI1-4 HM5-14 M15-29 M30-49

Age at death Season of burial
1742-79
168 w e
1780-09
1810-39
259 with age
1840-70
174
JJ FMAMIJ J A S ONTD

Mso-69 W70+

42% of dated burials fell in July-October

isters (1743-1870); the separate list departed (1744-68]
» counting. Ages are as stated or computed from birth d.

arly bars, to avoid doul

i ..|.|.1|||||||n|I||I||||I.II|||‘|||I|I|

| the burial-ground pl
2 of 1042 burials). Causes are named for

30 40

e P \\olle

1850 o 170

‘= E_H.Reichel -—
‘e D). Bigler
== H A Shultz

® L. F Kampmann
— /A Re

@ [ Rondthaler Jr

== |_Christian Bechler
e G. Godfrey Muller
s \N. Henry Van Vieck
= |. Gottlieb Herman
® S Reinke

Stated caunses

Consumption

Measles / scarlet fever /...

Yellow fever

Fevers (other)
Dropsy

Accident & drowning
Apoplexy & palsy
Heart & chest

Flux & bowel complaints

Cholera

72 0f 1486 deaths and

s E_Rondthaler
e E. de Schwein

not
rouped

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES

The congregation's three register books record 3,659

acts from 1743 to 1870: each child baptised (with
parents and sponsors), each burial (often with age,
cause and a short memoir), each marriage, and from
the 1800s each person received or confirmed.

20%

of burials with an age

under one

92

records naming a person as Blac

, enslaved or Native

Trades of fathers and grooms

A baptism and marriage entries, mostly after
1

Merchant
Shoemaker
Carpenter
House carpenter
Printer
Cabinet maker
Cabinetmaker
Farmer

Sugar refiner
Blacksmith
Combmaker
Shopkeeper
Sea captain
Hatter

Years with the most burials
1764
1798
1823
1848
1793
1759

Black, enslaved and Native people in the registers

LIVES & DEATHS

Who died, at what
age, and of what

One in five burials with an age was an
infant under one.

42% of dated burials fell in July-
October. Consumption leads the
stated causes.



WHo BELONGED

Each column is one surviving list of the congregation, divided into the Moravian “choirs” by marital state, sex
and age. Click a column to read the list.

630
800
508
500
400
300
201
200
53,
100 80 74
= Bn — 48
I E— 19
., I  —| . —
1742 1745 1760 1766 1853 1856
1513 1516 1523 1527 1540 1440
W marriedmen W married women W married B widowers W widows [ single men singlewomen B men B women boys girls unknown

Communicant members at the end of each year, from the annual lists in the third church register

1856 185 1858 1859 1860 1861 1862 1863 1864 1865 1864 1865 1848 1869 1876

MC Phila | 516 - page images
A CATALOGUE OF THE
CONGREGATION MEMBERS

1745 - 80 people

“Communicants, & not-communicants, & Society
people, belonging to the little Flock of united Brethren
in Philadelphia.” With a one-line assessment of each
person by the congregation’s labourers. Spangenberg
added in German at the foot of p. 4: "wo sind aber die
Ubrigen?” (but where are the rest of them?). The
archive dates the list 1745-55; Susanna Heyl is already
awidow, and her husband Thomas is alive in the diary in
July 1751, so it was probably written after that.

32men 48 women
Brethren

1 Adam Goos  inthe diaries
a n‘mp{r Brother,
Bl

W

Christopher Fenstermacher  in the diaries
Guoes on as uswal.
pl-

2 Jacob Stadler
a childlite, still, loving Briother].
Rl

IS

George Schlosser
Loves our Sav[ia]r & the Cong[regatia]n.
Bl

o

John Heyman
He bold on, among all difficuleres.
pl-

Adam Schittenhelm  in the diaries

@

Bl

7 John Hergath
A good simple heart, but very poor. (orrwardly)
pl-

8 Lewis Weiss

MEMBERS

Who belonged, list
by list

Each column is a surviving list, split
into the Moravian choirs. The 1837
book holds 630 people.

Click a column to read the list and its
remarks.



Church directory 1836 = Sunday school 1856 = Addresses in the registers Di Year | Certainty Struck-out entries
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Directory or THE M. B.
CoONGREGATION

A pocket directory (MC Phila | 270), probably used for
pastoral visiting in the 1830s-50s. Entries are grouped

by street, numbered in the order they were walked, and
struck through as members moved or died

127 43%

placedonthemap  north of Vine

By district (pre-1854)
City of Philadelphia 1 67
Northern Liberties — 26
Spring Garden [ 25
Moyamensing
Qutlying
Southwark

Camden 1

As listed

Front

1 Mrs Gremello — S.E. Corner Front & Pine

2 Barbara & Susan B. — 92 [Front], [betw] Race &
Arch

3 Miss C. Gorgas — 21 7 [Front], [betw.] Vine &
Callowhill

Second

4 P.Epler & 2 daughters — 348 [Second)], below
German[town Road]

5 Miss Lyndall & Jos. Bishop — 345 [Second]

6 Mrs. Pleiss — Iron 2777 - [Second betw.] Race & Arch
7 Mrs. Gibbs & Mrs K. Smith — 104 bellow] Race

& Avise — Corner of Quarry & 2nd

o Mrs Oppelt — 54 South 2nd

Third
10 Jordan & Bro — 121 [Third]

THE CITY

Where members

lived

The 1840s pastoral directory: 127
households placed, 43% north of
Vine, 33 struck out.

Colour by district, year or how sure
the placement is.



Search summaries & quotations All volumes - All kinds of entry

3,494 of 3494 entries

29 Sep 1743 Conference minute
First minutes (in a phonetic hand): a sister to be visited by Sister Davey; Mr Greaves reports that Sister
Price cannot rest unless she hears the Brethren; a collection for candles in the Church agreed; a Quaker
who heard Rice preach asks that a Brother come and preach in his house.

“he likes that in the Brethen their Speck in So much of the Blood of Crist™

conference visit finance preaching

305ep 1743 conference minutes, p.l #
Sister Bruce to visit Sister Dockaday; a sick brother ('Bsd[?]') to be visited.
“Brother Bid [£] to be visited be being nor well™

conference  visit  iliness

0ct 1743 Conference minutes, p.3 #

List of members: ‘Brethren of the Congregation’ (married choir, 14 men and 16 women; unmarried Evans,
Robins, Heap; widow Dwight), 'Brethren with whom we have some Connexion only' (married men and
women), and the single choirs, incl. Peter the Moor; widower Burnsides, widow Rigley.

“Breth.n with whom we bave some Connexion only.”

conference  slavery or black people

18 Oct 1743 conference minutes, p.1 »

Gambold to care for the single brethren while he stays; Br. Pinyard's wife desires reception; the
candlestick is paid for; complaints against Potts and Worrell, the Friday band poorly attended; Linckhorn,
James Buckley (by Brockden) and Herrenborn's family to be visited; Neshaminy to be worked house to
house; Evans to seek preaching beyond Gloucester. A list of 26 preaching places from Lancaster to Long
Island.

Tt was not thought enough only to preach in Neshammony, but that one go first bome with one then with another™

conference  reception band meeting visit

210ct 1743 conference minutes, p.2 »

Worrell has been offered the band but declines; the quarter-hour moved to 6 o'clock; Linckhorn brought
an old woman to the preaching who was much touched; Evans to speak with Sam. Buckley; Mary Feagin
to be looked after by the sisters; Evans to go to Neshaminy on Sunday.

“Mr Linckborn bas bro.c an Old Woman to hear n';rpnﬂa[?."?] wha was very much tonch'd therein. ™

conference  band meeting  guarter hour  preaching

280ctl743cC
Sarah Pain, Elizabeth Jones and Molly How joined a band; Br. Potts and his wife have been in a fray; Mrs

rence minutes, p.4 -~

- Any place 4 Any year

31Jan1744 co
Mr Story may attend the quarter-hour; Burden desires the meetings; Mrs Moore again asks for the

quarter-hour; Rice or Evans to Herrenborn's; Elizabeth Dockaday sreatly blessed by her reception; single
women's band moved to Sunday after the quarter-hour, Saturday band to Wednesday; Sister Greening to

ference minutes,

see Sister Worrell; single sisters' lovefeast Sunday; Br. and Sr. Nixon will give the congregation a lovefeast.

“Eliz. Dockaday bas been greatly bless’d by her Reception™

conference  quarter hour reception band meeting

Feb 1744 confe
Story and Hannah Fordham ask for the quarter-hour; Sister Manney has written asking reception, much
blessed these six months; a Mr Dunn is said to have left an acre near Neshaminy to build a church on; Van
Hoosen to be visited.

“tis satd one Mr. Dunn has Left an acre of Land to Build a Church on™

ence minutes, p.19 »

conference  quarter hour reception letter

Feb 1744 Conference minutes, .

The will concerning the acre at Neshaminy to be sought (Evans); Burden's wife wants the quarter-hour;
Burden and Story admitted to it; Widow Gilbert to be visited Thursday by Sister Greening; Van Hoosen,
the Storys, the Burdens and Mr Greaves to be visited: Br. Lyngard to be spoken to about his band; the
single sisters' quarter-hour and band at 5 on Sundays.

“The Will Concerning ye acre of Land at Neshammony to be Sought after™

conference  quarter hour building visit

2Feb 1744 cor 7
Private: Br. Lyngard is uneasy with the Nixons about their treatment of his boy; they are to be brought
together; Sister Nixon's lovefeast postponed a week.

e minutes,

“Br Syngard is Uneaste with Nixon & his wife abe their usage of bis Boy.”

conference  children  lovefeast

3 Feb 1744 Conference minutes, p.17 »

John Burden may come to the quarter-hours; Rice and Evans found Herrenborn hearty, to be visited
monthly; Mrs Collins wishes to be spoken with when a sister goes to Linckhorn's; Evans to see the lawyer;
John Head's daughter comes to meetings; Sister Greening to see Hannah Tidham; Samuel Gifford, Mr
Hamilton's clerk, comes often.

“Samll Giffard Mr Hammilton Cleri: Comes pretty much to our meetings.”

conference  quarter hour wvisit

READ

Every entry,
searchable

3,494 entries. Search the text, or
filter by volume, kind, place, year and
person.

Each shows a summary, the original
words and a link to the page.



RESEARCH IT ENABLES

Questions that took weeks of reading, checked in minutes

Networks Religion

How Bethlehem ran Philadelphia:
782 entries name it, more than any
single place in the city

Conversion paths from Lutheran,
Presbyterian, Anglican, Quaker
churches

Letters and ships to London,
Herrnhaag, the Caribbean

Opposition read as a series: mobs,
pamphlets, hostile clergy

The choir system and the ritual year,
1740s vs 1860s

Itinerant preaching circuits; who
brokered English and German
members

Lives

Epidemics and mortality: yellow
fever, cholera, consumption

Families traced across 130 years;
godparent networks

Women, and Black and Native lives:

92 acts note race or enslavement

City & migration
Where members lived, decade by

decade

Before 1800, as many born in
German lands as in Pennsylvania

A template for other congregations,
and for teaching



LIVE - ASK THE ARCHIVES

Your question for the Moravian
records?

The chat searches the transcriptions and answers with citations and
links to the pages.

OR TRY

* What was the rhythm of daily life for the early Brethren in Philadelphia?

* What was the relationship between English and German congregations
of the Brethren?

* Did the Brethren preachers ride circuits? Where did they go?

< Philadelphia Congregations Early Records .
Ask the Archives m

The Christ Church bells were removed from Philadelphia during the Rev
War? What information do we have about that?

Yes. In the Revolutionary War crisis of September 1777, there was an
official push to take down Philadelphia’s “publick” bells so the British
could not seize and melt them for military use—and Christ Church’s
bells were caught up in that effort.

What the Christ Church records say (primary
sources)

1) Congress and Pennsylvania ordered bells removed
(Sept. 14, 1777)

Christ Church'’s vestry minutes preserve copies of the relevant orders:

« Continental Congress (Sept. 14, 1777): a resolve directing that
steps be taken to “remove all publick Bells in Philadelphia to a place
of security” as the enemy approached. [

« Pennsylvania Supreme Executive Council (also Sept. 14, 1777):
ordered Col. Benjamin Flower to hire workmen to "take down the
Bells of all the publick buildings in the City, and convey them to a
place of Safety.” 1]

2) Christ Church'’s clergy/vestry tried to stop or delay it
(Sept. 16, 1777)




EXPLORE IT

philadelphiacongregations.org/
moravian

Every chart leads to a record, and every record to an original page.
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